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Art Unit: 2625 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on March 16, 2005 has been entered and made of 
record. 

Claims 2 and 15 are canceled. 
Claims 21-25 are new. 

Claims 1, 3-14,16- 25 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments see page 3, filed March 16, 2005, with respect to rejection 
of claims 1-25 under 103(c) have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 103(a) 
rejection of claims 1-25 has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments see page 3, lines 17- 22 of the remarks, filed March 16, 
2005, with respect to the rejection of claims 1-25 under 103 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of Blonder (US 4,414,684). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
Claims 1 , 3 - 14, 16- 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Blonder (US 4,414,684). 

As to claim 1 , Blonder discloses a method of preventing false acceptance in a 
system for checking fingerprints which comprises a sensor said method comprising: 

recording a fingerprint (fig 1 , element 4 corresponds to finger) with the sensor (fig 
1 , element 5 corresponds to prism and fig 1 , element 7 recording the information on the 
card in the form of transparent copy with blackened lines, column 5, lines 25-33); and 

evaluating (fig 4, element 30 corresponds to evaluated signal unit) whether the 
recorded fingerprint originates from a Intent fingerprint on the sensor (column 1 7, line 
43 through column 18, line 8) or from a finger placed on the sensor on the basis of the 
location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor in relation to an internal coordinate 
system of the sensor (column 5, line 25 through column 6, line 23, column 17, line 43 
through column 18, line 8, column 24, line 25 through column 25, line 22, column 26, 
line 47 through column 27, line 63). 

As to claim 21 see the rejection of claim 1 above. 

As to claims 3 and 14, Blonder discloses a method wherein the evaluation step 
comprises comparing the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the 
location of a previously recorded fingerprint on the sensor (column 5, line 34 through 
column 6, line 23). 
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As to claims 4 and 17, Blonder discloses a method further comprising the step of, 
if the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor and the location of the previously 
recorded fingerprint essentially correspond, considering the recorded fingerprint as 
originating from a latent fingerprint (column 5, line 34 through column 6, line 23). 

As to claims 5 and 18, Blonder discloses a method wherein the previously 
recorded fingerprint is the immediately preceding fingerprint (column 6, lines 14-23), 
which was considered as originating from a finger, placed on the sensor (column 5, line 
|; 25 through column 6, lines 23, column 17, line 43 through column 18, line 8). 

As to claims 6 and 19, Blonder discloses a method wherein the previously 
recorded fingerprint is the immediately preceding fingerprint (column 6, lines 14-23), 
which was accepted (column 9, lines 10-23, fig 17 and 18). 

As to claims 7 and 20, Blonder discloses a method further comprising the step of 
storing information about the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor if the 
recorded fingerprint is not considered as originating from a latent fingerprint (column 24, 
line 25 through column 25 line 22, column 26, line 47 through column 27, line 63). 

As to claim 8, Blonder discloses a method wherein the step of comparing 

the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the location of a 
\ previously recorded fingerprint comprises comparing the location on the sensor of at 

least one feature of the recorded fingerprint with the location on the sensor of the 
corresponding feature of the previously recorded fingerprint (column 24, line 25 through 
column 25, line 22). 
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As to claim 9, Blonder discloses a method wherein the step of comparing the 
location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the location of a previously 
recorded fingerprint comprises comparing the location on the sensor of a partial area 
(column 17, lines 3- 65, fig 12a) of the recorded fingerprint with the location of a 
corresponding partial area of the previously recorded fingerprint (column 17, lines 3- 65, 
fig 12a). 

As to claim 10, Blonder discloses a method further comprising the step of 
matching at least one partial area of a reference fingerprint with the recorded fingerprint 
to obtain at least one matching partial area of the recorded fingerprint, wherein the step 
of comparing the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the location of a 
previously recorded fingerprint comprises comparing the location on the sensor of the 
matching partial area with the location of the corresponding partial area of the 
previously recorded fingerprint (column 17, lines 3- 65, fig 12a). 

As to claim 1 1 , Blonder discloses a method wherein the comparison of the 
location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the location of a previously 
recorded fingerprint is carried out only in the event that a matching between a reference 
fingerprint and the recorded fingerprint reveals that the recorded fingerprint originates 
from an authorized person (column 24, line 59 through column 25, line 8). 

As to claim 12, Blonder a system for fingerprint checking comprising a sensor, 
wherein the system is arranged to detect a Latent fingerprint on the sensor so as to 
prevent false acceptance, and wherein the sensor has an integral coordinate system (fig 
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1, column 5, line 25 through column 6, line 23, fig 17, column 24, line 25 through 
column 25, line 8). 

As to claim 13, Blonder discloses a system, wherein the system is further 
arranged to record a fingerprint by means of the sensor and, on the basis of the location 
of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor, evaluate whether the recorded fingerprint 
originates from a latent fingerprint on the sensor or from a finger placed on the sensor 
(column 5, line 34 through column 6, line 23). 

As to claim 16, Blonder discloses a storage medium for digital information which 
medium is readable for a computer system the storage medium containing a computer 
program (column 25, lines 14-38) for preventing false acceptance of fingerprints, 
characterized in that said program implements (note, fig 9, element 46 works like 
computer making logic decision relating to the position of the inserted finger on the 
prism, column 1 1 , lines 1 1 - 44). 

As to claim 22 and 25, Blonder discloses a method wherein the subsequent 
fingerprint corresponds to that of a finger in contact with the sensor at the time the 
recorded fingerprint is recorded by the sensor (column 5, line 34 through column 6, line 
23, column 9, lines 1-23). 

As to claim 23, argument analogous those presented for claim 1 are applicable to 
claim 23. Regarding the step of a processing unit coupled to the sensor as taught by 
Blonder fig 10 and 17, column 24, line 25 through column 25, lines 38). 

As to claim 24, Blonder discloses a system wherein the processing unit is 
configured to compare the location of the recorded fingerprint on the sensor with the 
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location of a previously recorded fingerprint on the sensor (column 5, line 25 through 
column 6, line 23, column 17, line 43 through column 18, line 8). 
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Contact Information 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheela C Chawan whose telephone number is 703- 
305- 4876. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8 - 6.30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 703-308-5246. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Sheela Chawan 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2625 
June 22, 2005 



